University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

Undeclared

If you choose to be an undeclared
student you will be welcomed,
understood and supported at UW-Eau
Claire. Through the Advising Office
you will have an academic adviser
who has the curricular and career
expertise to help you explore majors.
Many students want more information
about themselves, the university envi-
ronment and potential careers before
they decide on their major.

Unsure of a major?
You are not alone

About one third of new freshmen are
undeclared. Of the remaining two
thirds who arrive at the university
with a declared major, 60 percent
will change their major at least once
before graduating. So, most students
are undecided at some point in their
college career!

How to choose

[t is far better to systematically decide
on a major than to jump into one pre-
maturely. Selecting a major is made
up of three components: First learn
more about yourself; then, learn about
academic disciplines at the university
level; and finally learn about careers
available to you. You can analyze this
information and follow a logical deci-
sion making process.

Expert adviser

As an undeclared student you will
be assigned to an adviser in the
Advising office who understands
academic policies and the curricular
requirements for every major on
campus. Your adviser will help you
meet university graduation require-
ments and suggest courses that fulfill
requirements in a number of majors.
You will be advised based on the

academic areas you are considering
and encouraged to explore courses in
a major or directed to a department
to meet with a faculty member. At the
same time, your adviser will help you
through a process of research, analysis
and decision making that will lead to
an informed decision.

Expected
graduation

If you work with an adviser each
semester from the time you arrive at
UW-Eau Claire, you will be able to fin-
ish most majors within four years.

“Remaining undeclared has
offered flexibility that | have
appreciated during my timeat = 't 3
UWEC. Although Imay have — { >F
a better idea of what | want - .
to major in now, my aspira- .
tions haven't always been

so clear. With the help of

many resources on cam-

pus, and personal advis-

ing, I have learned about

myself and what career

paths will be best. | have

enjoyed being unde-

clared and it is an excel-

lent choice for anyone

who is unsure about what

they want to major in.”

— Daniel

Most students take 30 credits (15 per se-
mester) in the first year. Courses commonly
include those that meet the university
graduation requirements and general
education.

University writing requirement—
depending on placement exam.
for test-out options, see uwec.edu/
Blugoldseminar/testout.
Language course—depending on
placement exam and programs of
interest
Mathematics course—depending
on placement exam and programs of
interest
General education courses in the
sciences, social sciences and humanities

Available resources

- The Career Discovery Lab, located in
Schofield Hall, Room 226, right next to
the Advising office, has information -
books, pamphlets, videos, computer
programs - about all majors at UW-Eau
Claire and hundreds of careers.

+ We administer the Strong Interest
Inventory and the Myers Briggs Type
Indicator as well as other inventories to
help you identify your interests, values,
skills and personality traits. While you
may already have had a “career test”
that didn't help you much, you can

rest assured that the staff in Advis-

ing and Career Services will help you
understand the results so that they are
meaningful to you.

The Majors and Career Services Fair

is held twice during the fall semester
and twice in the spring semester. This
is a good time for undeclared students

to meet with different departments.
It has representatives from various
departments on campus.

« A one-credit course, Gen 250: Aca-
demic and Career Exploration, helps
you explore options while receiving
academic credit.

The Power of

What will your AND be?
—

Be a Blugold and find out!

OFFICE OF ADVISING AND NEW STUDENT INITIATIVES
Schofield 226, advising@uwec.edu, 715-836-3487 visit
www.uwec.edu/advising
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